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WONDERS OF FICTION 

' By HUGO GERNSBACK 



EEING is beticving” is one of the platl- 
tudes often uttered, but based upon a 

L y misconception. Secitig is not always 
believing; and a modern philosopher could make 
this the basis of an important book. 

UTten you step to the next newsstand, or tlie 
next book store and buy a fiction magazine or 
a novel, 3 'ou know all the time— consciously 
or subconsciously — that .all the stories in cither 
the magazine or book are, as the title indicates, 
FICTION : i.r.. something that does not exist. 
You do not believe for one second that the 
fiction story is true; you know all the time 
that it is purely invention, written by an 
author, and that 99% of the story is not bascfl 
upon reality. Does this stop you from reading 
the storj'? Indeed not. You not only read such 
stories from beginning to end but, every 
month, year in and year out, you pursue the 
same plan in reading fiction that you well know 
is fooling you all the time. 

The situation probably is unique in the animal 
world. You can show to a dog or a cat the 
most l>eautiful picture in colors or otherwise — 
the equivalent of fiction to the animal — and 
he will surely not l>e entertained by it. The 
dog may perhaps smell the picture, reflecting 
at first that it might be something to eat. He, 
however, immediately turns away in disgust. 
In other words, the animal is not interest^ in 
fiction: it docs not entertain him. The /»«»iaK 
being, however, goes deliberately out of his ttwy 
to get fooled, and asks for more of the same fare. 

What is the reason for this strange be- 
havior of the human race? Why docs a pure fic- 
tion story hold our interest? W'hy does a mo- 
tion picture, which is purely fiction from be- 
ginning to end. hold exactly the same interest; 
and why does the llieater, where fiction is 
dramatized by human beings, do the same thing? 



The underlying reason in all cases is. most 
probably, the .same. The human being wishes 
to be amused. Subconsciously, he likes to play. 
Fiction, motion pictures, the theater, all are a 
game of some sort. In all cases, the author of 
the story, the motion picture director, or tlte 
actor in the theater, endeavors to fool you in 
such a way that 3 ^u believe, against your ten'//, 
that what you 'see or hear is true. It is a game 
which the author plaj's with you ; and. the 
better he can plaj' the game, the better j-ou 
will like it. 

In other words, if the author succeeds in 
making his characters so true to life that you 
exclaim, after reading the storj', “WOiat a 
w'ondcrful, realistic piece of writing!” the 
author has won the battle with you; no{ only 
because he has made you believe, against j'our 
own convictions, that the story Is not only 
plausible but, while you are reading, it hr.< 
created the illusion that it is all true. And, the 
nearer the author can come to this, the greater 
he is and the better his storj', his scenario, or 
his play. We instinctively classify the story iti 
our minds as good, bad or indiflFcrent; all de- 
pending upon how strongly the author can hold 
our attention and how n:ucli he can make ii.^ 
believe, once he has obtained our attention, that 
what he has written is not fiction but reality. 

To do this, the author must resort to all sorts 
of tricks to create and hold your interest. The 
plot, the descriptions, the talk of his subjects 
must all inveigle you, against your own con- 
scious mind, into believing that what you arc 
reading is not really fiction but the actual truth. 
The careful and painstaking author will go to 
no end of trouble to create this illusion for you; 
and, the closer he comes to making you believe 
that his fiction is actually trulh, the greater 
your applause for him and the greater your 
liking for the story. 
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A hole was made large enough for them to crawl through. 
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